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AUGUST 21, 1976 


Austrian GPA Big Win 
For Watson/Penske Equipe 


By Pete Lyons 


CESTERREICHRING, Austria—John 
Watean'’s bach was to the wall of Penske's 
rented motor home. His fingers were 
Hervousiy rubbing his clipped beard. 
Penske'’s oyes bored straight into his, 
“You bet Im boldiog you to it. lt comes off 
tonight.” Hand man, Roger Penske. 

They were both trying to keep from 
laughing like maniacs. Their faces kept 
twitthing inte little incredulous smiles. 
Ringed about with wivwing notebooks and 
jostling tape recorders, Watson's soft 
Ulster voice keptaayving, “itwas tooeasy, 
actually. 1 dont really believe it, I'm not 
going toe beliewe it until I read it in the 
‘eomics.” He'd just won the Austrian 
Grand Prix. bie first GP and the first for 
Penske Hacing and the first for Geoff 
Ferris’ C4 and the first for First National 
City Bank, Med won it frirand square on 
pure speed. li had turned out to be a 
beautiful day. 

The matter of the kind of day it was 
OOmGs into it inevitably, becnuse to start 
out with the Groesser Preis ven 
Oesterreatoh 1976 looked like turning into 
one large. unhappy example of 
everything that can possibly go wrong 
with motor racing, Niki Lauda's accident 
and the withdrawal of Ferrarl took much 
of the lugter out of it. and naturally made 
the race organizers fearful about their 
“grate,” Behind tho seene: was rather alot 
of unseemly bickering about whose fault 
it all was and who should pay for it. Then 
the weather turned dull: memories of last 
Years Very soggy race coupled with 
intermittent heavy rain all during 
Praction to keop the Austrian—and 
Italian and Yugoslav—public firmly at 
home. The wet grassy hillsides held large 
open spaces between the scattered tents 


and clumps of wet, huddled spectators. 

Ag the grid of 25 cars lined up, the sky 
was dark overhead, the track was damp 
underfoot, and the fresh mountain wind 
waa bringing down little epote of fresh 
rain. 

Tt was the sort of day that you'd really 
like to cancel. 

To an extent, some of Watson's Victory 
was Won Lhe week before. Together with 
MeLaren and botus and one or two other 
taams. Penske had spent a couple of days 
testing at the Oesterreichring. Hunt was 
quitkesl then. nol surprisingly, at about 
im 34.5—bol Watson was only a tenth off 
that with the PC4, Both were therfore 
quicker than Lauda’s 1975 pole position 
time of 35.85. 

“T's going well here, juetilbe it does at 
Silverstone, it seems bo like smexrth, fast 
circuits,” remarked Watson. “We're 
getting if pretty good,” said Penske, 
“partly because we're oot changing it 
around all the time, we're just staying 
with in” 

The tern days of testing turned out to be 
particularly worth while—and testing is 
almost sa expensive as actual raging— 
when the official practice degenerated 
infe hour after hour of pouring rain. Only 
the first 14% hours, on Friday morning, 
was anything like dry. and almost the 
entire grid was establiahed then. [trained 
in the afternoon of that day and only nine 
drivers bothered to ro oul atall. Saturday 
morming's weather was reasonable, butof 
couree (1876 rules) it didn't count for grid 
positions. Satuniay afternoon it rained 
Agra, 

Therefore those who had already tuned 
the car to the track were in comparatively 
good shape. Hunt took pole at im 35.02, 
Lf8.155mph, with Wateon 0.82 behind in 
second Place. Ronnie Peterson, whose 
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All alone in front: John Watson on the way, 
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Tee who Finished and one wlan didn't: Ronnie Peterson (10), Jody Scheckter (3), and winner John Watson. 


team had mot tested, was third 4 further 


| half second back. [twas the normal sorte 


preliminary grouping jou get in a first 
practice seasion. It wound up being the 
Father abnormal grid. 

Tt seemed thin without Lauda, colorless 
without Ferrari. and when it seamed 
damp as well at 2pm on Suoday it hardly 
seemed worth going on with. 

The race was held back half an hour tn 
all while everybody tried to outguess 
weather, Although it was actually 
spotting with rain and the track surface 
wae damp, there was enough blue sky 
around the rain clowds that everybody 
finally decided ta gamble on starting on 
slicks. 

Hunt—driving the regular M29, not the 
new M6 which had been tested but waan't 
as fast yel—had chosen to start on the 
outside of the front row. Por once he made 
a first class start, but he was paced the 
whole way by Walson, and the two were 
atill side by gide as they tore up the hill 
inta the long, flat-out right-hand bend at 
the top, The next fourmen were allaide by 
side, lour abreast. AL this with w thin but 
distinct haze of water from the shiny 
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tires. Hey—mayhbe this is going to turn 
out to be & rece after all! 

Watzon won the firat turn dice, and 
Peterson came through too, so the two 
Citibank care lead the Marlbora one along 
the long top straight and down through 
the loops and twists to the bottom again, 
MNilsson's JPS was right tight up with 
them, making it first four noge to tail. 
Then the next group came along in a 
similar but bigger cluster, Pryce leading 
Laffite, Pace, Scheckter, Andretti, Mass 
and the other two Marches of Brambilla 
and Stuck, The gray raincloud was still 
dripping rain, and it was distinctly wet sa 
the cars were all fishtailing, But nobody 
was backing off at all, and you could see 
the tuo daya of frustration of 25 highly 
strung racing drivers being taken out 
new. 

Halfway around the second lap 
Brambilla lost it coming outof the second 
left-hander at the "Texaco corner: he 
merely did half a spin and stopped 
sideways across the road, but before he 
could do anything about it Depailler came 
along and couldn't manage bo cot inside. 
The six-wheeler Tyrrel chopped off the 
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March's orange nose. Patrick kept going 
with hardly any signa of damage, just a 
bent corner of hia beelywork. Vittorio 
set off again the car looking naked 
without its mose, without stopping at the 
pits. Probably be wos gambling on the 
weather gelting bad enough for 
everybody to make a pit stop. 

In fact that almost happened, There had 
been an agreement beforshamd that if at 
LY time during the race there was visible 
spray the race would be stopped for a 
change of tires. Now there was oertainly 
Visible spray. which the officials could 
soeon their television monitors, and they 
were on the point of throwing Fags, Bul 
they decided to hang on for a lap or two. 
AS Hobert Langford. the driver's 
representative, said, “Yes, we 
disregarded our previous agreement, and 
it turned out te be the right thing te de!” 
For after about five laps the sprinkle 


stopped and from then om the day 
fradually but definitely turned dry. 

On the fourth lap Peterson came out of 
the Jochen Hindt curve before the pits 
better than Watson and took the lead on 
speed up the hill. The Citibank March 
began to pull out a little gap on the 
Citihank Penske, bul Watson olaimed 
later on that he wasn't concerned aboutit, 
he thought conditiona would keep 
changing and he'd still have his speed. 
Right Up tight behind him were still Hunt 
and Nileson, and he wasnt concerned 
aboul that cither, Bul a mano whe did 
concem him was Gcheckter, for Jody wes 
inte one of thoge fantastic race-charpes 


that more than make up for poor 
qualifying, 
The scramble had ter effects it 


dropped Scheckier back to & narrow 
fourth behind Nilsson, and’ it made 
Watson get the hell out of it. On the t2th 
lap, the First National Penske seraiched 
its way by the Firet National March into 
the lead. and abrupily then started 


driving away ata rate that had John 2.5 
Heponds to the good after two laps. 

Then Scheekter crashed, At the top af 
the bill past the pits going inte the flat-out 


SCCA Happenings 


AS the Sports Car Club of America 
competition year rushes headlong tow- 
ard Divisional and National champion- 
ships in miwid racung. rallying and solo 
event together with tight battles for tithes 
in four professional racing merige, this 
summer has been one of the usiest for 
SCCA, its Hagions and member worker 
bores. 

Including the Aupuat 14-15 weekend, & 
total of S2 of a record schedule of 68 
National Championship road racing 
events have been conducted with SCCA 
drivers seeking invitations to the year- 
aod, championship-deciding Champion 
Spark Flug Road Racing Classic at Road 
Atlanta, October 24-21. Champion classic 
entry invitations will be mailed tw all 
National competition license holders by 
August 20 with entries accepted from the 
top four whe enter from the six leading 
points earners in 21 classes from each of 
ther SCCA's seven geographic divisions, 

In addition, 82 of 147 Aegional race 
events have been successfolly conduc: 
ted. 

That's activity for more than 8000 
ECCA-licenaed drivers, race workers and 
olficials, 

And it's been fustas busy on the rally 
and solo events side of the ledger—twao 
Pro Rally Series events with « total 132 
competitors. 12 National rallies with a 
total entry of 1046, 1& Divisional rallies 
altracting 1082 competitors. 

On the Regional level. a total ol 37S sole 
events hawe been conducted throughout 
the United Stiles with competitors shar- 
pening their skills in anticipation of the 
seven Divisional Golo Il run-offs to be 
staged laterin August. This all leads wp to 
the big one in this rapidly-growing area 

of MObIreport competition—the SOCA- 
British Leyland NationalSelo I Champi- 
onships in Columbus, Whio on Sept. 18-18, 

Ag one wag recently said, “Tt must ost 
SCA & ton of money to push that rain 
cloud around the country from race to 
Face. 

That seeme to be the story of this year's 
pro racing season. Inclement weather 
either prior to an ewent—when racing 
fans are Making their woekend plans—or 
an Trace day, has only enhanced the 
competition. 

Just look at the point standings for the 
Formula 5000, Tranea-Am, Robert Boesch 
WW Gold Cup and Bilstein Scirocco 
series. A two-way tie for the lead in FoOOO 
ia unheard of at this time of year. The 
Road America 5000 event on August 28 
and the final at Riverside International 
on October 1T are going to be some shows. 
The longer circuits give the morning line 
advantaure to Jackie Oliver ano bis horse. 
power-rich Shadew-Dodge, but don't 
count out Brian Hedman in the Boraxo 
Lola or Alan Jones’ Hong Kong Lola or 
the American Racing Wheels Lola of Al 
Linger, 


And how about the TransAm—alive 
and grinving steadily, Haywood, Pollmer, 
Chamberlain, Javelin Jocko and 
Headley—all having at it for the chanapi- 
onship crown and a share of the SCCA's 
$25,000 driver points fund, 

Ditto the championship chases in the 
Gold Cup and Seiroces series. Don't tell 
thope boye it's bean o bad yeur—they're 
too busy battling it out on road circuits ta 
listen to that kind of nonsense, 


Ata recent ACCUS mecting, the 6CC,A 
requested nine U.S. Formula 000 dates 
for 1977, and the CASC onein Canada But 
series competitors may be in fora total of 
13 races next year, the additional threes, 
non-champlonship events to be staged im 
England. 

During his recent visit to the U.5., John 
Webb, owner of Brands Hateh, Snetterton, 
Oulton Park and Mallory Park, an- 
nounced at the Mid-Ohio race he is 
negotiating to bring 15 teams and drivers 
currently competing in the U.S. to Eng- 
Jand for a three-race April 1977 series at 
Brands Hatch, Silverstone aod Onlton 
Park. This series could well mean a 
reciprocal exchange of ShellSport driv- 
ors in pext year's North JAmeriqagn series, 
Already com @ from the European 
series are Teddy Pilette, Pater Gethin and 
most recently, current ShellSport points 
leader David Porley driving John Can- 
non's Math with LEC Hafrigeration 
hacking. 

And there are some new cars already 
being constructed for next year's Trans- 
Am. The builders are aid to have adirect 
line to Michigan ao perhape a resurgence 
of factory interest in the Transm can be 
anticipated. 
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Second place finisher Jacques Latttte trails third placer Gunnar Nilsson, 


right hander where Mark Donohue 
erashed fatally last year, the six-wheeler 
suddenly turned sharp right. It rammed 
the guardrail on the inside and bouneed 
back across the road to hit the rail on the 
outside. The drivers immediately behind 
were Hunt and Laffite, and they only just 
got through without disaster, although 
they both shot out the far side covered 
with mud and Hunt had a damaged nose 
fin, Sines the Donohoe creah the corner 
had been modified slightly, with the 
inside cut back a little to make a slightly 
straighter (faster) line and a wider runoff 
ares. The catch fencing on the outside that 
had balled up under the Donohue car 
raising it high enough to go over the 
guardrail had been completely removed 
and the barricr iteelf was one rail higher 
and had a debris fence mounted on top. 
Jody's Tyrrell was a complete writeolf, 
and be gotout quickly and walked back to 
the pita, [tj was some time before anyone 


Track Test FORMULA - 


FREE... 


noticed that he had a cut on one leg. The 
cause of the crash was determioed to be 
front wishbone failure, 

The race continued, but in a stabilized 
condition. while the wreckage was 
cleared, then Watson started polling 
away again. Gimilarly Nileson overtock 
Peterson for second and began to ease 
away too. The situation was that tt was 
now completely dry, with bright sun 
shining, besides bis car net handling 
quite so well, Ronnie was having brake 
troubles: “I started to get. pad knock-off, 
and [was having to pump them up ateach 
corner.” 

Other people were having troubles too, 
Depailler’s Tyrrell suddenly had a 
suspengion failure of ileown, bot because 
he was able to catch the car and stop it 
without further damage, it was possible 
to determing that his and Scheckter’s core 
hid broken the identical wishbone, the 
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Austrian GP 
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lower one at the right side on the “middle 
axle’=—very mysterious, because this 
should be the less heavily loaded ono, His 
earlier light nerfing match with 
Brambilla could not have been the cause. 


Brambilla himself. having finally had 
Lo aoe pt that Che weaver waen Lol to 
force everybody into the pits, for rain 
tints anyway, stopped on his own for a 
new nosepiese and rejoined the race far 
back. With 11 laps to gohe came up to lap 
Emereon Fittipaldi, whose Copersicar, 
after a lot of resting and development by 
new agaidiugn to the team Maurice 
Phillips, was handling nicely, but 
Emerson § engine was “ridiculous on the 
straights’ and he had been waving 
everyboty by. He started to wave Vittorio 
by Loo, and sigged to one side of the track 
to give all pessible room=but 
unfortunately that was the side Vittorio 
had already chogen and he zigged the 
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Fame way. The March rammed the 
Copersucar in the tatl and sent it looping 
off to destruction in the fence at the other 
side of the rood, bi was avery hard crash, 
ind Emerson, Still shaking with rage ase 
fear iin tour later, reckoned il was only 
because: the car wentin beckwiard that he 
Bata ped wah wrt. 

There were too many crashes in this 
rice. Arturo Mezarlo losi his Williama 
whon he strayed onto same wet patches 
and lightly damaged the nose, Alan Jones 
had his engine cut out in the middle of a 
eorner and the Durex Surtees charged the 
fences heavily enough to write iteelfoli— 
a brand new chassis just finished for this 
race. Carlos Pace lost his Martini 


Brabham too, the brake pedal going to the 
floor at the end of a straight. Then on the 
last lap Brett. Lunger lost all fluid from a 
caliper peal and wenl straight on too, 
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At latt a Penske win John Watson (28) leads Bonnie Peterson mear the end of the Austrian GF 


Nobody was hurt in any of theae crashes. 

Although Watson was running away 
with te froot of the race, behind him 
there was plenty of action. Peterson, still 
pumping his brakes and having worse 
and worse understeer toc, gradually fell 
hack. 

So did Nileson as his oil pressure began 
to sag. Laffite and Hunt moved upon them 
both, aod Latfite finally got the 
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For the first time—but mot likely the last—John Watson stands on the top step in Viebory Cirele, 


soroaming Ligier Matra inte second place 
nine laps from the end. Hunt, setting the 
fastest race’ lap in the closing stages 
deapite the MEts understecring from its 
bent nose fin, was righton Nilseon’s tail 
at the finish; therefore exactly behind 
when Gunner's engine gave up the oil 
pressure struggle with a big bang on the 
cooling-off lap! James slapped and gave 
him a hiteh bach to the pits. 


Land O° Lakes Region, SCCA 
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Andretti, having worked up from a bed 
grid place, caught the unhappy Peterson 
toward the end for fifth. The Lotus team 
thought that Mario had perhaps done the 
feetes) lin. Tinie the firel part of the 
race, he said, the JPS had been “slippery 
at the back,” but omer the road waadry the 
car handled beautifully. 

But of course al! the attention was 
ferused on John Watean and his first GP 
victory. Ho was eo happy he kept gaging 
off overhead wt something beautiful only 
he could see in the sky. He said his only 
real trouble, once he got in front and 
Wey, ALS keeping his concentration ap. 
He would drift off into reverie about 
what they all would be thinking In 
Ireland... 

That. and the worry about Pensie’s 
determination to have him shave, The 
ceremony took place at the fiolel that 
Higiit, and it was a newly gaunt and pale 
John Watson who emerged to the cold 
light of dawn. But Roger aocftened the 
dicsster a little with a pledge of hia own. 

“Tell you what, John, if you win another 
race this year. | promise you JT] grow a 
beard, and Tl keep it until Christmas, 
How's that?” 

The sheer high quality of the First 
Nimtional City Bank Travelers’ Checks 
Special Penske Team's performance im 
Austria makes it a diatinet possibility 
that The Captain may have a new image 
for the lolidaye. Wateh this face. 

The Elf Tyrrelia bad not been able to 
participate in the test, although thet tem 
had planned ta; and they got off from a 
pretky medioore grid position. But on the 
he ginning of the sixth lap Jody overtook 
Nileson for fourth, and on the end of it he 
Wee third in frontof Aut. Cha fie seventh 
lap he passed Watson for second, and 
rapidly overhauled Peterson. On the tenth 
lap be aetually paseed into the lead im ihe 
Rindt curve, but went wide enough doing 
it that Ronnie re-pesaed to officially lead 
the lap at the finish line. Who lead was 
actually rather academic, because 
Watson was with them too, and going up 
the hill they came wp to lap Jarier and all 
four were solidly abreast as they went 
inte the corner at the ton. Witson, who 
was the inside man at that point, said it 
was Ue most frightening moment of his 
entire weekend! 
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